
MARY WEST NATURE RESERVE 

At NCC, acquiring land is just the beginning. Stewardship, or caring for
our lands forever, is an important part of our work. Through property 
management plans, we prioritize what needs to be done to care for the 
important natural values of each property we protect. These ‘targets’ 
help direct how we manage our lands. For the Mary West Nature Reserve, 
our targets include the forests and wetlands that make the reserve 
an important habitat for native species. Removing invasive species, 
restoration activities and providing visitors with a safe and enjoyable 
experience are just some of the ways that we care for the Mary West 
Nature Reserve.
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Located in Trent Hills, the Mary West Nature Reserve, is home to towering white pines, spring peepers, and 
the at-risk eastern wood pewee.  Donated to the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) through the estate of 
Mary West in 1991, the property protects wetlands and forests in the Trout Creek and Trent River watersheds. 
The reserve is an important part of the local conservation network, helping to provide carbon storage, flood 
mitigation and clean drinking water to the local community.  

QUICK FACTS
• Property is 38 hectares 

(95 acres) 
• Includes forests, 

wetland, fields and a 
beautiful creek running 
through the centre of 
the property 

• Supports species at risk 
like butternut, wood 
thrush and snapping 
turtle 



Few properties owned by NCC are so 
close to a town centre as Mary West, 
which presents an exciting opportunity 
to connect people to nature. In addition 
to the work identified in the property 
management plan, we are also working 
to inspire the next generation by getting 
youth involved in property management. 

We are in the early stages of a pilot 
project with a local elementary school 
in Campbellford to get students out into 
nature and learning about aspects of 
conservation, including being actively 
involved in restoration. 
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2019-2020 PLANNED ACTIVITIES

• Non-native invasive species 
removal: some of the priority 
species that we need to control 
on the Mary West property are 
purple loosestrife, garlic mustard, 
buckthorn, invasive honeysuckle, 
dog-strangling vine and 
common lilac. Invasive species 
removal is important for the 
growth of native species, which  
provide habitat for wildlife, 
including our pollinators.

• Property sign installation: 
We are currently working on a 
property sign to be installed at 
County Road 30 to recognize 
Mary West.

• Visitor management: NCC 
is committed to connecting 
Canadians to nature. Future 
visitor management work will 
include trail planning, building 
and maintenance, creating 
a property brochure, water 
crossings, installing interpretive 
signage, benches and a parking 
area.

• Restoration: There are two 
hayfields on the property that 
are leased to a local farmer. Next 
spring we will begin the process 
of restoring these fields. For 
the short-term, these fields will 
act as a seed source for native 
grasses to assist our restoration 
efforts in the Rice Lake Plains, 
an area where NCC is very active 
in central Ontario. The long-
term goal is to have these fields 
returned to forest. 

• Restoration monitoring: 
There are two old agricultural 
fields that were planted with 
coniferous trees in 2010 in an 
effort to begin restoration. 
NCC needs to monitor the 
establishment of native species 
back into these restored fields 
and assess the need to thin the 
planted trees to promote native 
regeneration.

Opportunities:



ALI GIROUX
Coordinator, Conservation Biology – Central Ontario - East
Nature Conservancy of Canada, Ontario Region
613-769-4797   
ali.giroux@natureconservancy.ca | www.natureconservancy.ca

Thank You For Your Support
NCC Charitable Registration Number: 11924 6544 RR0001

If a U.S. tax deduction could be more advantageous, NCC works in partnership with a registered U.S. 
charity, American Friends of Canadian Nature (AFCN), and we would be pleased to explore options with you.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
• VOLUNTEER with NCC either through planned Conservation Volunteer events or for other op-

portunities, get in touch with the NCC staff.
• DONATE to support NCC’s conservation work.
• SPREAD THE WORD in your local community about NCC’s work.
• ATTEND AN NCC EVENT like Nature Talks.
• HELP US LEARN MORE ABOUT MARY WEST and the historical extent of forest on the property.


